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TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY

What kind of school do we want to create?

To create a happy, secure and stimulating environment in which all members of the school community can develop their self-esteem and fulfil their potential.

To provide a wide range of experiences that will develop caring individuals who have a sense of responsibility and also value high standards of achievement.

This vision is encapsulated in our school motto: ‘Learning for Life’

Values    What does our school stand for?
Care and respect for yourself and others

Honesty

Commitment to learning and high standards

Development of self-esteem

Preparation for life and life-long learning.

Our agreed school aims are that:

1. Children feel safe and secure, have high self-esteem, are confident in learning from their mistakes, are all equally valued and enjoy school

2. Staff plan and deliver a rich, relevant, broad and balanced curriculum based on children’s interests and needs

3. Children are well taught and experience success, irrespective of their abilities. A high priority is placed on children’s abilities to read, write and be numerate.

4. Children are equipped with the skills to learn independently and also to work and play co-operatively

5. The school will provide a stimulating learning environment for children 

6. The school will promote positive, supportive and co-operative relationships between and amongst staff, children, parents and the wider community.

	Aim 1


	Children feel safe and secure, have high self-esteem, are confident in learning from their mistakes, are all equally valued and enjoy school

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· Children are challenged and encouraged to succeed and are rewarded for their successes.

· Children feel comfortable and secure in school and in the school grounds, particularly from bullying behaviour of others.

· Children know how to improve through effective care, guidance and support

· The safety and well being of the children is at the forefront of all staff’s decisions about the learning environment and learning activities.

· We constantly show an interest in our children, actively listen, value their contributions, use positive body language, praise regularly and always strive to maintain a sense of humour.


	Children need to feel safe and secure in their learning environment for effective learning to take place.

Children learn best when they know that their efforts are valued

Children will want to achieve when they are with adults and other children who display a positive attitude.

Children also learn best when their learning activities are relevant to their needs, where they are rewarded for their successes and when they are guided to learn from their mistakes.


	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed across the school.


	Whole School

A variety of reward systems are employed to encourage and motivate children. Children’s personal and social needs are supported, enabling them to interact positively within the class and the whole school community. Staff endeavour to aim to make a point of communicating individually to every child each week, in small register groups, lessons/plenaries. Time for reflection and discussion are part of every school week. Teachers model enjoyment in the school day. Participation in school activities is open to all children regardless of ability, gender, or other differences and we positively encourage children to try everything.  Assemblies are used to praise children’s successes as well as to celebrate diversity.  Adults are always available for children to talk to about their concerns. Trained peer mentors are also available to help solve problems. All staff are constantly aware of the need to ensure the health and safety of the children and will report any concerns. The School Council represents children’s opinions and ideas about school improvement and their role is highly valued by staff and governors 

	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

Our induction procedures, including home visits, help us to get to know children as individuals, ensuring that their first days in school are a positive experience on which to build. Children learn through structured play, both indoors and outdoors. 

	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

Staff continue to develop positive relationships with children, through gaining further knowledge and understanding of each child’s needs and by maintaining positive working relationships with the child’s parents. Circle time is used to enable children to talk freely about their feelings and to explore wider issues.  Feedback of work, both verbal and written, is positive, based on the learning intention, values children’s efforts and helps the child to improve. Sometimes there is a need to make negative comments, so that the child is aware of their mistakes and can act upon them. Staff share their own errors to promote learning from mistakes! Teachers promote ‘personal best’.

	
	Links to School Policies

Marking policy

Assessment for Learning

Induction

Anti-bullying policy

PSHE policy

Behaviour policy
	
	

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Teaching reinforces that sometimes we can learn best when outcomes are not necessarily expected and when our predictions/expectations are challenged. Children are also encouraged to appreciate that there is often more than one correct answer or means of achieving an answer. We teach using methods that explore ‘thinking outside the box’. Children are encouraged to ‘take risks’ with their answers and to know that their opinions are always listened to and valued. Staff share their own errors with the children. 

	Aim 2


	Staff plan and deliver a rich, relevant, broad and balanced curriculum based on children’s interests and needs

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· Planning of learning experiences is rigorous and thorough. It ensures continuity and progression. Regular assessment for learning informs planning.

· Planning is informed by National Strategies for English/Maths, the National Curriculum and the FS Curriculum.

· The children’s interests and needs are fundamental to planning decisions.

· All activities are purposeful, meaningful, relevant, challenging yet achievable.

· Some learning of basic skills is taught through the use of a regular repetition of key concepts/skills in short intensive teacher/TA-led sessions.

· All staff are fully supported in their planning by curriculum leaders and those with particular expertise.
	Children learn best when they know the objective and purpose of the lesson or activity. 

Children enjoy meeting a challenge and all planned learning will be based on high expectations of children’s achievements.

Children of all ages benefit from frequent practice of basic skills presented in short daily inputs e.g. spellings, phonics and number facts.

Children learn best, and enjoy their learning more, when separate subject teaching is avoided and links between subjects are made. 
	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed across the school.


	Whole School

Teachers use their knowledge of the whole child, supported by the target setting process, to plan curriculum appropriate to the needs of the children. Where appropriate, planning is cross-curricular in nature. The needs of children with SEN and the more able children are met through careful differentiation and planned programmes of intervention.  Children with severe SEN have individual programmes based on IEPs and statements. Teachers ensure that planned activities match the learning objectives and are relevant and meaningful to the child. Planning also provides opportunities for children to rehearse and embed their learning through enrichment experiences. Assessment for learning strategies inform the planning process.


	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

Planning follows the Foundation Stage Curriculum. Learning activities are largely play-based, with targeted adult interventions and guidance. Structured observations inform future planning. The proportion of adult-led learning increases in the second year of the Foundation Stage and continues to increase as children mature. Daily phonics teaching is planned and taught daily. 

	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

Planning follows the National Curriculum and wherever possible follows a cross-curricular framework. QCA Guidance, the strategies for literacy and numeracy and a variety of other resources are used to support this. Children take part in two hours of physical education per week (including changing times), ideally with some daily exercise. Children participate daily in lessons to develop a modern foreign language, through everyday use, such as at registration, displays, music and following a particular line of interest.

	
	Links to School Policies

Marking policy

Assessment for Learning

Spelling and phonics

Calculation 
	
	

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Timetabling of lessons and activities aim to be flexible. Children’s needs and interests are taken into consideration when the curriculum is planned. The basic skills of English, Maths, Science and ICT predominate, and are often planned in a cross curricular manner. Children participate in lessons to develop a modern foreign language at least once a week and also through everyday use, such as at registration, displays, music and following a particular line of interest.

	Aim 3


	Children are well taught and experience success, irrespective of their abilities. A high priority is placed on children’s abilities to read, write and be numerate.

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· We encourage the children to achieve excellence in all aspects of work.

· We provide a sharp and clear focus on children learning basic skills of reading, writing, numeracy and spoken communication.

· The children, the staff and parents all recognise what good learning looks like and all staff work together to maintain high standards. 

· Successes are celebrated.
· We offer a wide range of intervention and support programmes to enhance children’s learning and capabilities.
· Gifted and talented children are identified and have their particular needs met through a range of activities and external providers.

· All staff are committed to furthering their own professional development.
	Children learn best when the pursuit of excellence is a shared goal and when they know what is expected of them, both in standards of attainment and also behaviour.

The ability to read, write and be numerate are essential life skills and a necessary prerequisite skills for all other learning. 

Good teaching is every child’s entitlement and all children should experience success.

Success at school raises children’s self esteem and confidence.
	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed as the child progresses through school.


	Whole School

Teachers plan stimulating learning activities, ensuring that English and Maths are taught daily.  Regular opportunities exist for developing children’s spoken language skills. A variety of assessment techniques are used to inform future planning, such as observations, questioning, marking and test results. Children are encouraged to take a pride in their work.  Rewards value hard work, effort and achievement. Adults clearly communicate high expectations to the children.

All staff are committed to improving their own performance through staff inset and the monitoring and support programme.

	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

A balance of adult-led and child-initiated learning is planned. Lots of opportunities exist for talking, story telling, songs, number rhymes to develop early language skills. A structured programme of daily phonics is planned and delivered in the reception classes. Children are encouraged to be proud of their achievements. Frequent observations of the children’s attainments are made and used to inform planning. 

	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

Play still forms an important part of the curriculum, but develops into practical, visual and exploratory tasks and activities. Planning takes account of all abilities, including the most able and those who find learning difficult. An increased use of intervention programmes led by support staff is made to support those children who find learning more difficult.  A structured programme of phonics continues daily. 



	
	Links to School Policies

Assessment for Learning

Behaviour

Gifted and Talented

SEN

Monitoring

Spelling and Phonics

Reading

Maths
	
	

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Further opportunities are presented for the children to apply their learning to other contexts and situations. Children are increasingly encouraged to ‘take risks’ with their learning. Detailed assessment and the target setting process continue to inform planning. Children are expected to remain engaged in their learning activities for increasing lengths of time. The children’s skills of evaluating and improving their own work and responding to marking becomes more refined. 

	Aim 4


	Children are equipped with the skills to learn independently and also to work and play co-operatively

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· We provide opportunities for children to develop the skills to become independent learners, both at school and at home. 

· Similarly, we provide opportunities and challenges to develop co-operation between children. 

· There is a consistency of approach to the development and maintenance of good behaviour throughout the school and all adults take responsibility for this.

· Children’s health and physical and emotional well-being are also high priorities and activities are planned across the school to ensure these needs are being met.
	Children learn best when they are motivated and interested in the activities they undertake. When children are given the opportunity to take responsibility for their own learning, they respond positively and as a result their self-esteem is enhanced. In all activities there must be challenge.

Children can also learn effectively from each other, with the benefits of developing important social skills, leading to a reduction in incidents of bullying and anti-social behaviour.

Children will learn most effectively when they are happy, healthy and enjoy school.
	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed as the child progresses through school.


	Whole School

Resources are clearly labelled and children are familiar with the layout and location of their classroom. They are encouraged to select resources and use then appropriately. Children develop an ‘I can’ approach to their learning. A variety of approaches are used at least weekly to develop children’s co-operative skills. R Time and Golden Time are also used to develop independent and co-operative learning. 

	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

Children learn in all six areas of learning through a play-based curriculum. Self-control and awareness of others are modelled. We don’t do anything for children that they can do for themselves. Children are encouraged to interact with each other and also with the adults working in the class. Through the activities, and by sensitive adult intervention and guidance, the children are encouraged to share, negotiate, communicate, and show self-control.



	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

Children continue to learn through play and an increasing emphasis on teacher-directed tasks. Children are taught the necessary skills to access and effectively use learning resources, especially the library and ICT. Children work in a variety of groupings, both with and without adult support. Through this they begin to develop their own strategies for learning. Children are encouraged to learn from their mistakes and take risks without a fear of failure. Through adult interactions and marking of work, children develop self-evaluation skills. 

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Children continue to take more responsibility for their own learning, independently self-checking and using targets for self-improvement. A greater use is made of peer marking and self assessment. 

They learn where to find information, using a variety of resources, equipment and research skills with increasing sophistication. Peer mediation provides children with the opportunity to practise skills and peer mentors help with behaviour affecting learning. The older children work in partnership with younger children to develop learning experiences.



	
	Links to School Policies

Anti-bullying

Behaviour

Assessment for Learning

Marking

PSHE
	
	

	Aim 5


	The provision of a stimulating learning environment.

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· We treat every area of the school and the wider community as a learning environment. 

· We place a strong emphasis on developing and maintaining a high quality of furnishings, equipment, technology and decoration throughout the school.

· Children feel comfortable and secure in their school, where their work is valued, where the learning environment is tidy and well ordered with resources readily available. 

· The safety and well being of the children is at the forefront of all staff’s decisions about the learning environment and learning activities.
	Children respond to their immediate environment. We recognise that all areas of the school and the wider environment are a powerful tool for the promotion of learning. We believe that a high quality and well-maintained learning environment leads to high quality learning. If children and staff have respect for their environment, learning becomes a pleasure.
	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed as the child progresses through school.


	Whole School

Resources are labelled and accessible for all children. Displays are attractive, well-maintained, informative, stimulating and where appropriate interactive. They show that we value the children’s work. Children are encouraged and expected to tidy up after they have finished an activity and to have a collective responsibility for their learning environment. 

Parents are encouraged to support their child’s learning by gaining an understanding of how children are taught at school, by attending parents meetings and arranging additional appointments if necessary.

We utilise the out of classroom areas (indoors and outdoors), including the courtyard, library, amphitheatre, ICT suite etc. to make learning fun and enriching.  

Learning is further developed by outside visitors coming into school throughout the year, such as Presto Puppets, Key Strings and Babbling Vagabonds.

Children’s learning is enhanced by taking part in three planned outside visits per year.

	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

The layout of the indoor and outdoor learning areas encourages the safe movement of children from one learning activity to another. Space is also available for reflective learning times. Learning is further developed by outside visitors at least 3 times a year.

	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

The layout of the classroom reflects the changing teaching and learning strategies as children develop.  Visitors to the school continue to support the children’s learning, with various aspects of the curriculum.  Children’s learning is further enhanced by participation in outside visits at least 3 times per year. Planned and also spontaneous use of the school grounds, particularly the environmental area, supports all areas of the curriculum. A wide range of after school activities are introduced.

	
	Links to School Policies

Learning Environment
	
	

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Learning is further encouraged beyond the classroom through planned residential visits in Years 4 and 6.  The children are provided with a varied programme of activities which take place after school.


	Aim 6


	Promoting positive, supportive and co-operative relationships between and amongst staff, children, parents and the wider community.

	This is what we do to achieve this aim
	This is why we do it.
	This is how we do it.

	· We welcome parents into school as part of the school community. 

· Effective communication between all stakeholders is a priority.

· Learning at home is encouraged and developed in line with the school’s homework policy.

· Links with the wider community are made through churches, residents association, police, fire and health services and other visitors to school.
	Children and their families must feel that the school is a safe and secure place.  It is somewhere where interactions between children staff and parents are positive, friendly, open and trusting. Children learn best when all stakeholders in the child’s education recognise that learning does not stop once the child leaves school. There is a high value placed on the continuation of learning at home. 
	Skills and techniques are not exclusive to any one key stage, but are built upon and developed as the child progresses through school.


	Whole School

Parents meet with their child’s teacher to discuss progress formally twice a year. Year group newsletters, termly whole-school newsletters (autumn, spring and summer), special assemblies and events keep parents informed. A planned PSHE programme promotes social, health and emotional development and is supported by a range of adults, such as police, fire service and health.

Children’s learning is enhanced and extended through the provision of regular homework.  Parents are encouraged to support their child’s learning by gaining an understanding of how children are taught in school.

	· 
	
	
	Foundation Stage

There is daily contact with parents when they bring their children into school and at the end of the day.  Parents are encouraged to come into class alongside their child and to help them to settle initially. There are induction meetings for new parents, as well as parent information packs. 



	
	
	
	Key Stage 1

Parents and children are welcomed by name into the classrooms at the start and end of the day and teachers will actively seek out parents to share with them their child’s successes and any difficulties. Teachers are available at the end of the school day to talk to parents if necessary. Individual comments are made in reading diaries and general notices are posted on class windows/doors.

	
	Links to School Policies

Homework
	
	

	
	
	
	Key Stage 2

Staff are available to speak with parents on a daily basis at the end of the school day as teachers either walk out with their classes or are available at classroom door. 

The children participate in a number of cultural and sporting activities with other schools, encouraging co-operation with and respect for other members of the community. 


Roles and Responsibilities
All members of the teaching staff are expected to be familiar with this policy and apply it consistently.

All new policies must make reference to the Teaching and Learning policy to ensure consistency of provision.

Monitoring: This policy will be monitored by the senior leadership team and/or the TLR teams periodically throughout the year. Feedback and support will be provided to staff and governors.
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